13 
5. Word List (phonetic representation). 

* noun plurals are in parentheses 



a art the; 3sg EMPH (obj) 
aja: ' ^ adj all 

ala' pn those 

6 
an pn who ? 

auia:r no four 

anu: ' no five 

5 
anya' pn that one 

63 

ara v stood; stopped 
ata • no three 

12 

ayl ' no two 
ba ' pn 3pl 

a 

ba' neg not (neg) 

34 
ba: n (ba:r) dog 

ba:r V finished; left 

banda: n (bandarr) lizard 

bal V be tired; be soft 

bala pn emphatic 3pl 

bara: n (barmine) friend 

be • V is 

beca:r n (becarrsl) entrance 

be' V built a roof 

bc:r V tested 

bC: n (ben) beans 

bibio n morning 

ble n (blblrr) child 



blr ^ n (ble) seed 
b le adv small 
bio' time tomorrow 
bid V to accompany 
bt : Q Y/N question mrkr 

bin V put down; kept 

14 
btr n (btc) breast 

72 
birc n sand 

boJClCl conn because 

bo:r n (bobo) granary 

bolo n certain fruit 

bo: n (bo:r) hole 

b3D V knew 

bS'wa: n (b3'wa:r) hawk 

bulo n (bulsl) well 

bundi : r n food 

bu: V was drunk 

bdu n (bOusl) fire 

bu:l n porridge 

7 
bu ' adv wha t ? 

bon n (bunst) thing 

buro n kinds 

boor V wanted 

buo n (buor) goat 

11 
bu ' yen no one 
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The raised numbers correspond to Swadesh's 100 word list 

[29] 



' ba : r V shade 
'b4: V was wet, cold 

'ba'bo' V garden egg 
'banta v together 
'bel V harvested 
'bor V sprained 
'bo: V picked up 
ca:r V was cleared 
cccc' adv thoroughly 
cl n guinea corn 
clre V be taboo 
clbe n lice 

ct: V to fry 

59 
ctn V went, walk 

CO: n (coisi) bird's nest 

CO: V stabbed 

cuon n sheanuts 

78 
cum V burned 

da' V bought; sold 

da: n (da:r) market 

da: n (da:r) stick 

dS: n (d&n) pi to 

30 
daba n ( do : r ) man 

dabor Q when 

dacin n (daclne) wall 

daka n (daJcar) box 

dako: n (dako:r) chair 

dakpolS time in four days 

dam V shook 



danyaiQgala' time in five days 
datar<'a' time in three days 
daytr't' time in two days 
days n (dayan) rat 
de V collected 
dSferie adj lightweight 
dc: V be dirty 
dc : r adj dirty 
di V ate 
die m (der) room 
dl: V chased 
dLcn V played 
dt:y£' time last year 
dina time today 
do' V went up 
door adj yeJJov 
do: :n (bado:r) friend 
do: V gave birth 
duQkur n (duQkursl) back 
duo n (dor) pig 
du: V swam 



dO 



, 19 



V ibit 



du: n. (du:r) pot 

du:l V put on the fire 

durO adj right 

on V is 

e neg /^egrative marker 

fa: V seized; escaped 

fcl n (fclsb) scar 



[30] 



ftcl V wiped 

for V tied 

foba: n (foir) cloth 

fuol V whistled 

fu: n (fu:r) shirt 

fu:r V blew 

2 
fu pn 2sg 

fO: pn 2sg EMPH 

61 
gS V laid down 

ga:fl:l ^ n (gfiifUe) ciaw 

gan n (gama) skin, paper 

gaijga: n (gai3ga:r) drum 

gar adj more than 

gar n (gai) roof 

gSgelaa n crazy person 

gel V was crazy 

goba: adj left 

goma n (g3m38l) chameleon 

gomo n noise 

g3:n V was bent 

23 
gur V slept 

gba: n (gba:8i) cobra 

gbagba n (gbagbasi) duck 

gbatara n (gbatai) dam 

gbele n (gbelsl) lower leg 

91 
gbcdun n (gbcdumu) knee 

90 
gbcpcl n (gbcpclc) foot 

gbera: n (gbe:) forehead 

gbcr n (gbc: ) leg 



gboro, „ (gboi) canoe 

gbo : V Jit fire 

gbur V was near 

ha: V opened (mouth) 

ha:r V chased away 

han V sweated 

hl:r V yawned 

htl n (htlst) lantern globe 

'I:n V forgot 

Ir V picked 

ir V grot up 

t V be 

t pn i sgr 

t:l n (tic) horn 

insuo' no one 

I Qgan n ( l Qgama ) body 

ja: • adj all 

jS: • time yesterday 

57 
jamblr n (jamble) tongue 

Jama n (Jama) onion 

jam V learned; taught 

46 
jcl n (jclc) egg 

jC V sat 

jcl V sifted 

jle n (jl:r) place 

jll n (jile) xylophone 

JLC n millet 

32 
jim n (jimc) fish 

j L nc n ( j I ns k ) /nar/c 



[31] 



jure n (Jtrst) gravel 

jicr n (jci) soup 

JL adj equal 

jt: ^ n (jr:SL) blood 

jo' V ra/3 

j3 n (j5n) flour 

j5: n (j5:n) blind man 

ju ^^ n, loc head; top; on 

ju-k313 n head-hair 

julSjur ^* n cloud 

ju:r ^ n (ju:r8t) smoke 

ju:r ^ n (jute) taiJ 
ka CONN connector 

IcS: ^^ n (kSn) oiJ 

kap"^ V broke 

kapala n (kapalsl) fufu 

kaktr n (kaktc) stalk 

kanunan n (kammana) corn 

kanyir n patience 

kS' V cried 

k5: V be thin (sickly) 

ka: V dry 

kora: adj old 

ko ' V hoed 

kokor n (kokoc) language 

ko:10*^'^ n (korlOsO hair, 
feather 

kS: adj some 

k3: n (k3:ctne) guinea fowl 

ko:r ^ n ( kobo ) bone 



kul V vwent home; got married 

kula: n . (kula:r) bowl 

kulOkxiia ^* adj round 

kur n ((kuie) iron 

ktHi adj dead 

kCia n ddea th 

ku:r n (kule) hoe 

ku ^ V kill 

64 
ku V gave 

k03 n (kSn) water 

kur V Ibe old; kept long 

71 
ku8i.r n (kusibc) stone 

kpa:r n (kpai) back of head 

kpaQkpeui n (kpama) upper arm 

kpe:r n (kpe:r8l) heart 

kpc' V enter 



kpe 
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adj big 



kpcmc V be strong 
kpl ' V die 

kpi:n v extinguished 
kpolo n (kpolsl) termites 
kpo : r V knocked 
kp33 adlj strong; hard 
kpul n (kpulo) corn cob 
la' V laughed 
la: n (la:r) bowl 
ladula n (ladulasl) cooking pot 
Ian V passed by 
le : r V blistered 



[32] 



lible n money 

1 i : V was dark 

Itcp^ V turned 

lombo:r n (lombobo) side 

lop"" V dashed 

lobo n (lo:r) a dash 

15: n {13n) scorpian 

lubile ^ n (lubll) bird 

la ' V tied 

'la: V came apart 

•la:r v hate 

• lar n ( • lai ) axe 

'It: V flared 

' lor V untied 

'lo' pn 3sg EMPH 

ma pn Isg obj pronoun 

ma n (mamine) mother 

mS: pn emphatic Isg 

man j ten n (manjicnst) papaya 

mal V did; made 

man n (mansi) river 

mc ' V molded 

mire v be sour 

mi:r adj sour 

ml:r n (PL=mlbe) rope 

mt : Q Y/N question mrkr 

mo' V stirred TZ; drove 

mDnt5: n (montSn) sun 

mQl n rice 



muor n (mol) grass 

mo: V sucked (fruit) 

nS: n (nl:n) cow 

nS: n (nSmlne) chief 

NarQmin n God 

na: n (na:8l) twin 

na : ' y o : n ( na : ' yo : s t ) pumpkin 

najcl n (najclc) chicken egg 

na8a:l n (na8a:l8i) white man 

nattr n (nattc) sore 

55 
ne: n (nc:r) mouth 

ncgan n (ncgama) 2ip 

nie n (nin) face 

niem adj in front 

53 
nlmblr n (nimble) eye 

31 
ntrc n (ntbc) person 

n3 ' V kneaded 

nusOS adj right 

92 
nu: n (nu:r) hand 

nu'yo: n (nu'yo:r) lower arm 

nu' V loved 

nun n (nuno) meat, flesh 

numo V be sweet 

nuo n (nu:r) hen 

noo adj sweet 

4 
nya adv this 

nyS: n (nySn) chest 

nya:r n salt 

nya'wolo n (nya'wolal) cat 



[33] 



I 20 
nyc ' V saw 



nyc: 



54 



94 



n ( nyc : r ) nose 



nyle n (nyin) nape of neck 

ny t ' V decorated 

56 
nyim n (nytmc) tooth 

nyinc adv where 

39 
nytr n (nytbc) root 

nyi.ra: n (nyira:8i) ant 

nyo: V caught; held tightly 

ny3: adj old 

16 

nyu • V drank 

nyClS n (nytXn) navel 

nyu:r n (nyie) yam 

Qma: V cut 

QmS:' adj short 

]3ma:n n (r)na:n8l) monkey 

Qman n (Qmama) calabash 

ijme' V hit 

(57 

Qmera: n (gmersl) moon; month 
Qmcr V cracked 

CO 

QmcrbLr n (Qmcrbic) star 

Jjmmc Q how 

o Q Y/N question mrkr 

o: V fly 

'3o V fetched 

' 3o n ( 'w3n) mouse 

o:r n cold 

o:r V hurt; chewed 

96 
pa: la: ' adj new 



pa* V pound (roof) 

pancL: n (panci:n) cricket 

papa n (papar) pigeon 

pele n (pels!) small basket 

pSpelaa n butterfly 

pc : V washed 

pc : 1 V fruited 

39 
pc:r n (pcbc) shell; bark 

p£ : V Joan 

pen V carved; rested 

per n {pt:r) sheep 

plel V began 

pi: n (pime) arrow 

PLC n (per) large basket 

p la adj white 

p''lem adj under 

pt:r n (p«.be) wing 

pi :r V swept 

p3 ' V shaved 

po loc in 

29 
p3: n (pobo) woman 

93 
puor n (pol) stomach 

puor V greeted; prayed; clapped 

puo, puom n inside 

puo n (por) farm 

pu:r adj small 

sa V heaJ 

70 
sa: n T.Z. ; rain 

sa: pn Ipl neg 



[34] 



8&: n (sftmine) father 
8a :1a: n (8a:la:8i) shrp'n stone 
sam n (sa:nba) stranger 
8a :r n (8a:rsl) broom 
aamman n (aammanal) pepper 
aamina n (saminai) soap 

san n (aama) debt 

3 
8b ' pn Ipl 

8Ln pn emphatic Ipl 

at ' V roasted 

acbbda n (aebidarr) pencil 

8S: V was full 

ataS n (aSsCn) bean cakes 

8l:r V touched 

8b G n (8b :r) lower back 

8b: n bees 

8b: V awakened 

8b re n (8brbG) husband 

8UQgbulo n bambara beans 

8uoba n (8D:r) witch 

83: la: adj black 

83: n (83n) sleeping mat 

83: n (s3n) rabbit 

83: time time 

80 :r n (8obo) trash 

15 
8o:r n (sobo) Jiver 

79 
sor n (831 ) path 

sdmo n ground nuts 

97 
80' adj good; well 



8U3 n (8u:r) knife *£' 

8u:r V asked 

80: V helped 

ta V reached > 

tany3 n (tanySab) ant 

77 
tSmpbcl n (tampbcl8b) ash 

tar V have 

tb' V came; connector 

tbce' CONN but 

36 

tbc n (tb:r) tree 

tbc V pushed 

tb: V be satisfied 

t b : n ( t b : 8b ) medicine 

tb:r adj Aeavy 

73 
tbogan n earth, earth fetish 

tbr V gave; sneezed 

tbre V be heavy; get full 

tb80: n (tb83:8b) night 

ten n (tcne) chin 

87 
tol V be Aot 

tS: n (t6n) floor; village 

to : V lifted off of head 

52 
to:r n (tobo) ear 

t3: ^ n (t3n) hiJJ 

t3: V pulled 

tu' V took; followed 

tuo V lifted onto head 

tu: V dugr a hole 

to ' V worked 



[35] 



t03 V can 

' aa V buried 

va:r n (val) leaf 

vakpul n (vakpulo) yam mound 

82 
va-'yolo adj fresh leaf (green)) 

vC V allowed 

vi n shame 

vl : n (vl:sl) owl 

vtr n (vie) womb 

vtcl V is good 

vol V swallowed 

vu : r V breathed 

vO ' V expanded 

I 60 
wa ' V came 

wa: n (waba) snake 

wa : n V brough t 

wcr n (we:) world 

wl: n (wl:8l/wibe) horse 

21 
w5 V heard 

worn n suffering 

27 
w6: adj tall, long 

wop"* n (wotr) elephant 

'w3 V smoked (meat) 

'wol V cried w/o reason 

' wop"^ V chewed 

'woro n {• worst) certain berry 
wu pn 5sgr 

yablle n (yabll) younger 
sibling (same sex) 

yadaba n (yadorr) brother 
(of a female) 



yadaabile n (yadabll) younger 
brother (of a female) 

yadlakpS:' n (yadabcrc) older 
brother (of a female) 

yakcarma n (yakartsi) older 
sibling (same sex) 

yapo: n (yapobo) sister 
(of a male) 

yapobile n (yapobll) younger 
sister (of a male) 

Wapokpe:' n (yapobcrc) older 
sister (of a male) 

yt " pn 2pl 

ytni pn 2pl EMPH 

ycr ' V spread 

y£ n common sense 

yl ' V went out 

yleJl n (ylelsl) song 

ylr n (yle) house 

y5 ' adv alone 

yS : n outside 

yo ' V roamed 

. 10 



yo 



adj many 



yuon n (yuom) year 

100 
yuor n (yue) name 

yuor n (yue) water pot 

'ycmtnttg n ( 'yemtnttest ) 
tomatoes 

' yen n ( • ycne ) hippopotamus 

65 
'yer v said 

'yola: n ('yolair) crtn berry 
•y3: V put in 



[36] 
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